Trump Releases List of 20 Possible Nominees for Supreme Court if 
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One of the most solemn and long-lasting decisions any President will make is who to nominate to the High 
Court. It can have disastrous or positive effects on the nation’s laws because, thanks to the Warren court’s 
precedents, we now have the Judicial branch acting as a legislator. This is, of course, not the purpose of the 
judicial branch. The purpose of the Judicial branch is to judge (duh) whether the application of a law is in 
keeping with the written word and unwritten spirit of it. Judges are not supposed to overturn executive 
actions or laws duly passed by congress. In any event, here is the list of nominees from NPR: 
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The full list of Trump’s additional picks is as follows: 


Bridget Bade of Arizona, judge on the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 

Daniel Cameron of Kentucky, that state’s attorney general 

Paul Clement of Virginia, former U.S. solicitor general 

Sen. Tom Cotton of Arkansas 

Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas 

Stuart Kyle Duncan of Louisiana, judge on the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 

Steven Engel of the District of Columbia, assistant attorney general for the Office of Legal Counsel at 
the Department of Justice 

Noel Francisco, former U.S. solicitor general 

Sen. Josh Hawley of Missouri 

James Ho of Texas, judge on the 5th Circuit 

Gregory Katsas of Virginia, judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 
Barbara Lagoa, a judge from Florida on the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 

Christopher Landau of Maryland, U.S. ambassador to Mexico 

Carlos Muñiz of Florida, justice on the Florida Supreme Court 

Martha Pacold of Illinois, judge of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Illinois 
Peter Phipps of Pennsylvania, judge on the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 

Sarah Pitlyk of Missouri, judge of the U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri 
Allison Jones Rushing of North Carolina, judge on the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
Kate Todd of Virginia, deputy assistant to the president and deputy counsel to the president 
Lawrence VanDyke of Nevada, judge on the 9th Circuit 


4 are elected non-judicial politicians, 8 are federal appeals judges, 5 are non-elected non-judicial officials, 2 
are federal district judges and 1 is a state supreme court judge. | don’t see anyone who either stands out or 
who would be a concern to me in terms of run-of-the-mill conservative picks. | have little knowledge of most 
of these people, but in general, people who would know and did comment had nothing extraordinary to say. 
The Daily Signal article linked below has more information on each candidate if you are interested. 


So the majority (11) are already judges, though about half are not and never have been. While it is rare for 
an elected official or non-judge to be successfully nominated (Justice Warren being an exception), it will be 
interesting to see who is picked, how the left responds and how they decide cases. It is also worth noting 
that Trump will almost certainly get another Scotus pick if reelected, and it is surprising that Ginsberg has not 
died. Trump is clearly worried about his chances in 2020 and is doing all he can to rally his base (including, 
painting a very dark picture of the court if “radical democrats” get elected). 


Links 
List: https://www.npr.org/2020/09/09/911194201/trump-adds-ted-cruz-tom-cotton-to-list-of-potential-scotus- 


picks 
Archive: https://archive.vn/45TDe 
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News: https://www.nbcnewyork.com/news/local/trump-readying-potential-supreme-court-nominee- 
list/2608292/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/HxTfg 


Possibles: https:/Awww.cbsnews.com/news/trump-supreme-court-justices-nominees-list-second-term/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/iXdQB 


About each: https://www.dailysignal.com/2020/09/09/trump-adds-these-20-names-to-his-list-of-supreme- 
court-candidates/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/7bdEC 
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